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from victory to victory. But miracles have happened
before and may happen even in this very prosaic age.
Who can dare limit God's power of undoing wrong ? One
thing is certain. If the mad race for armaments continues,
it is bound to result in a slaughter such as has never
occurred in history. If there is a victor left, the very vic-
tory will be a living death for the nation that emerges
victorious. There is no escape from the impending doom
save through a bold and unconditional acceptance of the
non-violent method with all its glorious implications.
Harijan, 12-ll-'38

23
ATOM BOMB
It has been suggested by American friends that the
atom bomb will bring in ahimsa (non-violence) as nothing
else can. It will, if it is meant that its destructive power
will so disgust the world that it will turn it away from
violence for the time being. This is very like a man
glutting himself with dainties to the point of nausea and
turning away from them only to return with redoubled zeal
after the effect of nausea is well over. Precisely in the
same manner will the world return to violence with re-
newed zeal after the effect of disgust is worn out.
So far as I can see, the atomic bomb has deadened
the finest feeling that has sustained mankind for ages.
There used to be the so-called laws of war which made it
tolerable. Now we know the naked truth. War knows
no law except that of might. The atom bomb brought an
empty victory to the allied arms but it resulted for the
time being in destroying the soul of Japan. What has
happened to the soul of the destroying nation is yet too
early to see. Forces of nature act in a mysterious manner.